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A series of thunderstorms damaged our area recently. 41 rains, high winds knocked down
trees. I spent the afternoon 42 branches and throwing them away.

Then, just before I was getting ready to walk my dogs, the 43 came on my television that
another storm was 44 our way. I took my dogs outside 45 . Huge black clouds were rolling in
while thunder( & ) boomed over the hills. The 46 seemed terrible. That was when I saw it: the
tiniest blink(/AJ4%)of 47 . I smiled. The first of the fireflies(% ‘k H)had 48 at just the time I needed
to see its light. It 49 me how far their light travelled in the darkness of the night. How didn't they
seem bothered at the coming 50 ? Looking at the lightning fireflies, I noticed that the darkness no
longer seemed so 51 and that my fear had changed into 52 .

In our life, we have to 53 storms caused not only by nature but also by ourselves. We
shouldn't be 54 of them, however. We are here to 55 our light, to share our love, to drive the dark

away and to make this world a better place.

41. A. Gentle B. Cold C. Fine D. Heavy
42. A. picking up B. searching for  C. setting aside D. handing out
43. A. advertisements ~ B. greetings C. warnings D. comments
44. A. heading B. fighting C. losing D. changing
45. A. patiently B. quickly C. easily D. carelessly
46. A. loneliness B. brightness C. darkness D. coldness
47. A. stars B. light C. fire D. candles
48. A. died B. stopped C. rested D. appeared
49. A. satisfied B. amazed C. alarmed D. troubled
50. A. storm B. people C. event D. dog

51. A. boring B. surprising C. frightening D. exciting
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52.A. goals B. joy C. dreams D. sadness

53. A. focus on B. turn to C. care about D. go through
54. A. afraid B. proud C. tired D. sick
55. A. save B. choose C. shine D. develop
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A few years ago, a friend sent me a restaurant gift card and I picked a pretty Sunday
afternoon to use it. It felt ___36___ taking my kids to a nice restaurant instead of the fast food
places we___ 37 ate at.

When the waiter ____38 __the bill, I looked down at it. The gift card couldn’t___39___ all of
it. [ reached into my wallet to get money for the___ 40 . I saw two notes in it. The first would
pay the rest of the bill and ___ 41 the waiter a nice tip (/A% ) .The second was much
larger__ 42 I wanted to pick out the first one.

At that moment my___ 43 went back to 30 years before as I worked in a restaurant for
long hours with low___44 __that could only feed my family. I also remembered how more than
once | saw the waiters___ 45 their small tips while worrying about how they were going to
buy what their____46___ needed. I still remembered the ____ 47 in their eyes and saw the
sadness in their faces.

Soon I was back in the present again. My fingers____ 48 the smaller note, I smiled,
pushed it back and took out the much larger one. I handed it to the waiter, “You keep the change.”
Isaid witha____ 49  heart.

We are all one family in this world. Let's just do our best to be a good person

and 50 the suffering with joy.

36. A. funny B. strange C. good D. interesting
37. A. hardly B. lastly C. finally D. usually
38. A. took B. brought C. got D. checked
39. A. cover B. exchange C. hold D. include



40. A. rest B. waiter C. card D. tip

41. A. return B. keep C. send D. give

42. A. so B. but C. unless D. though
43. A. mind B. idea C. view D. belief
44. A. price B. pay C. level D. cost

45. A. giving B. catching C. counting D. refusing
46. A. friends B. neighbours C. children D. workmates
47. A. light B. anger C. joy D. pain

48. A. touching B. beating C. passing D. lifting
49. A. brave B. happy C. broken D. heavy
50. A. share B. replace C. connect D. mix
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It was early morning. Something 36 me from my sleep. Two little 37 were bouncing( i )
down the stairs. It was my 7-year-old grandson Henry on his way to the_38 to “cook breakfast” .

I suddenly thought about the 39 my grandmother baked. They were as 40 as a baby's smile.
We would 41 them in butter and top them with blackberry jam that we 42 . That's what life was
like when I visited my grandmother on her 43 - picking berries, milking cows, churning( i
#)butter, eating cookies . I . 44 loved those cookies. I wish I

knew how she made them. People 45 it for granted that there'll always be time and 46 to
know all that they want to share and know. I 47 a lot from my grandmother: how to read, how to
sit in a swing and how to stay happy when alone.

But I 48 learned how to make cookies her way. Though my cookies were not half as good as
hers were, my kids would 49 them down. They weren't 50 about the cookies, but they loved butter
and jam. I 51 out of bed to bake cookies for my grandson. He ate two and kept 52 mine until I
gave him half. Maybe someday he'll say they were the 53 cookies ever.

The 54 we leave with our children and grandchildren are never made with perfection.
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They're just made with 55 , which makes everything better, even without butter and jam.

36. A. left B. woke C. rang D. caught
37. A. feet B. balls C. rabbits D. stones
38. A. toilet B. bedroom C. kitchen D. yard

39. A. bread B. beef C. potatoes D. cookies
40. A. sweet B. happy C. funny D. pure

41. A. view B. paint C. move D. cover

42. A. packed B. organized C. enjoyed D. invented
43. A. school B. farm C. garden D. factory
44. A. especially B. mainly C. totally D. possibly
45. A. find B. make C. take D. concern
46. A. strength B. energy C. experience D. opportunity
47. A. heard B. learned C. received D. kept

48. A. seldom B. ever C. never D. even

49. A. wolf B. set C. put D. cut

50. A. sure B. sorry C. calm D. crazy

51. A. pulled B. rolled C. escaped D. looked
52. A. decorating B. touching C. eyeing D. examining
53. A. best B. least C. most D. worst

54. A. journals B. lessons C. sufferings D. memories
55.A. life B. love C. attraction D. practice
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